SUPPER   WITH   THE   GODS
into the inscrutable ways of Providence. Greatly
impressed, he said: " I suppose you will adopt Mid-
wifery as your speciality when you are qualified ?"
The last thing I thought of saying was that I would
prefer any branch of the praxis^ even the treatment of
V.Ds., to Midwifery.
" I do not know yet. But I have spent a long time
in residence in a lying-in hospital," was all I said.
The dialectic in that was evident. Long residence
suggested short study as the one thing necessary fully
to equip me to act on the body as Socrates acted on
the mind. But "when you are qualified" had a
hopeful ring. It meant that he was not making him-
self an obstacle to that happy event. I looked at
Dr. Barry's certificate. It sounded magnificently
when read aloud:
This is to certify that this student has attended the practice
of the National Maternity Hospital from 2Oth April to 2Oth
October, and has attended forty cases, having personal charge
of fourteen.
(Signet) P. J. BARRY,
Master.
That's enough to increase the birth-rate on Mount
Athos. It's enough to set me up for life. If the
women knew I had a half pint of chloroform in my
little bag, they would all call me in. Birth, where is
thy sting ? " Does your mother know you're out ? "
I hope that there will be another outbreak of
gentility in the Medical School when it comes to
Medicine and Surgery. I cannot hope to come across
a better sportsman and gentleman than Dr. Purefoy.
What the hell does it matter if he does operate in a
tall hat ? It won't harm his patients when he is
performing version and bringing down the head. In
fact, his hat might have the effect of inductive magic
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